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Ananias and Sapphira. 


W HAT a blefſed picture does the ſacred Serip- 
tures give us, of the brotherly love and 
holy union in which the Apoſtles, and the nu- 
nerous diſciples of our Lord © Jeſus Chriſt lived 
iter his Aſcenſion ! + And the multitude of 
them that believed were of one foul; neither ſaid 
my of them that ought of the things he poſſeſſed 
vas his own, but they had all things in common, 
either were there any among them that lacked, 
for as many as were poſſeſſors of lands or houſes 
ſold them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were ſold, and laid them down at the Apoſtles“ 
feet, and diſtribution was made unto every man as 
te had need,” EE 
We are not, however, to ſuppoſe; that this 
bleſſed congregation exiſted without that degree 
of ſubordination which is neceſſary to keep \ 
in every ſtate. The Apoſtles were looked up t 
as ſpiritual rulers, and we read, that e | 
man full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, and Phi- 
lip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolas, a Proſelyte of Anti- 
och, were appointed to watch over the temporal 
concetns ol, the brethren.” But how beautiful is 
the deſcription given of che harmony and bro- 


nerly love in which they all lived! 2 10 leſs 
A 2 : 


of his brother; the rich freely diſtributed food 
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PER CA EAN; "1 
than the power of Chriſt operating on the ſoul, ant 
- meliorating all its evil affections, could have Pro 
duced on earth a ſtate ſo nearly approaching the 
purity of a heavenly one. 

In our intercourſe with the world, we find; j 
general ſuch a ſelfiſh ſpirit prevail among men 
that we ſeldom ſee this friendly union ſubſiſt ey, 
among brethren of the ſame family; a thouſand 
little mean jealouſies ariſe: each has a ſeperate 
intereſt, and thus the peace of families is de 
ſtroyed, and ſtrife and diſſention takes the place 
of charity and love. Then how imperfea| 
do we perform the duties we owe. our, neigh 
' bouy! We are enjoined to love him as ourſelves 
but, alas! ſo far from meaſuring his. wants by . out 
own, immerſed in buſineſs or pleaſure, we. ſeldor 
find time to inquire into his concerng, or . inquire 
only with a view to gratify our curioſity, and liſte 
to his grievances with a cold apathy, little formed 
40 bring forth thoſe fruits of kindneſs and charit 
which is every where enforced by the precepu 
and example of our Lord. 3 

How different is this to that ſpirit of love 
. which reigned among the firſt converts to chriſti 
anity : each was ready to adminiſter to the want 
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and raiment to the poor, and they who ſubſiſted b 
their labour, did not murmur that a part of thei 
earnings went to comfort a ſick or infirm brother, bu 
Tejoiced, and ate their bread in ſinglèneſs of heart 
giving God thanks. Each loved his neighbour a 
| himſelf; there was no grudging, no envying, nd 
. backbiting, no reviling, all was charity and love 
And ſo it is ſtill among all true Chriſtians ; fo 
though, as a pious writer obſerves, many years die 
not paſs after the age of the Apoſtles before Satat 
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nd {elf got fosting in the church, yet this one 
jeart and one ſpinit, which then firſt appeared 


the ſeruſalem church, is that one heart and 
biri of divine love 10 which all are called that 


ind, i oold be true diſciples of Chriſt, and, therefore, 
\ menWerery true Chriſtian ought, and will, make it his 
t eve eat care and prayer to have it reſtored in him- 
ulanIf, and then he will be as truly a member of the 
peraue irt heavenly church at Jeruſalem as if he had 
is de ed in the days of the Apoſtles. egen 

place} Cod is love,” ſaith the Apoſtle James; « and he 
fed dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 


n him:” as much as to ſay, that all thoſe heavenly 
rempers of meekneſs, humility, charity, forbear- 
Wince, patience, hope, faith, holy confidence, and 
reſignation, muſt naturally proceed from the 


1quirheart which God hath ſanctified; for his Holy 
lifenWhirit cannot white with pride, anger, hardneſs of 
rmecRheart, vain glory, and all- thoſe vile affections 
barityMWybich fit us only to dwell with the devil” and his 


Wingels ; our hearts mpſt be purified from theſe if 
ye wiſh them to be made bleſſed temples for the 
Spirit of the God of all mercies to dwell im. 
If,“ ſays the Apoſtle, we do not love our 
brother whom we have ſeen, how can we love 
God whom we have not ſeen.” It may be aſked 
by thofe whoſe ſituation in life is ſo humble that 
hey with difficulty ſupply the wants of their own 
amilies, perhaps numerous ones, how, having no- 
hing to beſtow, they are to ſhew this love to their 
neighbour, which forms ſo eſſential a part of the 
chriſtian faith, Lanſwer, that where that love here 
ſpoken of abideth in the heart it will find means 
of manifeſting itſelf. 05 a 39 7 
More is not required of us than we are able to 
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perform; if we have the will, that no doubt is 2 
. acceptable in the eye of a juſt and merciful Gog 
where the means are denied, But human life is f 
replete with evil, and we ſtand mutually ſo mac 
in need of each other's aſſiſtance in various ways 
that I will venture to afhrm, ſcarcely a day paſſes 
in which opportunities, if we ſeek them, do not 
occur, in which every Chriſtian, be his ſtation in lif 
what it will, may ſhew his love to his neighbour, 
- - Methinks 1 ſee a poor man viſiting his neigh 
bour equally poor with himſelf, under the preſſure 
of ſome recent calamity of ſickneſs, or otherwiſe; 
I ;: ſee him liſten to the detail of his calamities 
with a heart melting with compaſſion. and brother 
kindneſs: I hear him condole with him, comfort 
him, point out. to him the moſt probable meang 
of relief, and encourage him to put truſt and 
confidence in the mercy of God, by the relation o 
ſome ſimilar calamity, out of which he had been 
unexpettedly helped by his divine interference, 
In his way home the cries of a ſtrayed infant dra 
his attention, he ſpeaks to it kindly, and finding it: 
wanderer from home, carries it to his little cot, lets 
it partake with his own children, in the evening when 
he returns from work, diligently "inquires out the 
parents, and reſtores it to their diſtratted boſoms 
In ſhort, numerous are the inſtances which daily 
occur, in which the poor as well as the rich may 

manifeſt that they have the love of Chriſt. abiding 
in their hearts, by kindneſs they ſhew to thei 
Poor brethren and fellow pilgrims; For it is his 
commandment that we ſhould love one another, 
“% He that loveth not his brother,” ſaith St. John, 
©& abideth in death. He that ſaith he is in light, 
and hateth his brother, is in darkneſs. He that 
loveth his brother abideth in the light:“ —and far- 


\ 


F 
her, « vhoſo 1 Tode goods, and ſeeth 
1 brother have need, and ſhuteth up his bowels 
of compaſſion. from bim, how delle thb love of 
in bim“ But I wil now return to my fubjeRt. 
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| Ways Notwitliftanding'the' bleed union and barity: in 
' paſſed yhich the diſciples of dur Lord lived) under the 
lo no ee of his a oftles; ſuch is the corrupt ſtate of: 
in lie human noture, that even in thoſe times, even in 
our. dat bleſſed aſſembiy, Satan tempted ſome among 
neighM dem to evil. Tares grew among the wheat. We 
reſſure ne told, that a „ man named Ananzas, . and his 
rwiſe ? vic Sapphirs, ſold a poſſeſſion and kept back part 
mities of the * money, his wife being privy to it, and 
ther] brought a certain part and laid jt at the Apoſtles' 


mfori feet. Whiat was the deſign of theſe people 1 in this 


meang ſreſumptucug fraud? Bid Ananias Kabeln the 
t andi ibſurd hope of deceiving the Apoſtle,” and making 
on 0 In believe that the love of God operated ſo 
been ſtrongly on his heart, that the world had loft 
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all power over it, that Satan had loſt all his 
long holds, while he was in reality faſt bound 
in his chains. Yes, ſuch was his infatuatian, that 
notwithſtanding the repeated miracles he had with= . 
out doubt feen Peres 'by the Apoſttes, and 
yhich muſt have convinced him of their immediate 
communication with the Deity, he was, I ſay, ſo 
infatuated as to believe that his vile tranſa@ion 


may could eſcape the all- ſeeing eye of. the Deity, and 
ding 4 — fron of his Prophet. Ananias and 
thei 27 wi ed to be thought holy and devout 
$ his per ons, While, in reality, their conduct proved 
ther. how far they were removed from that urity ieh 
ohn, they wiſhed to affett. They would have ferved 
ght God and Mammon; as thing which our Lord had 
that 


- declared to' be impoſſible. 6 No man,” ſaid the 
Ar- 
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eſſary; why ſhould our ſubſtance go to ſupport 


of | 
land hers? It is true I „ou uch for our fel- 
BRAG w labourers in Chriſt's: v LR. 1. But ſtill charity | 
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Your fenimetaStediitfeld> Gineide with mine, 
very one, mould take, cargnofiihis on temporal 
; well as ſpiritual Intereſt. * They gl1we Know: we 
re not to live in this world for ever, yet we ſhall, 


is moſt likely, live in it ** years, and want 
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Were 1 in your place, dear huſband; L would 
r. my 


cortainly keep itor. on ufe.' It is now 
your; power, and when you have once given it 
cut of your hands it will be diſtributed, and yo 
Cannot xecal ty ae ene bat Corn it 
be too late. c eie au t. n | Mr True 
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| ' 4a ſtrongly inlined to follow your advice 
| and keep the maney, which is certainly more 
juſtly» ours than any other perſon's; but then, 
S$apphixa, conſider, we ſhall no long ei beyIouked 
upon by oùr brethren as the holy TanQified! per 
ſons bay think us, though many have, you wall 
know, ſald their: lands that the money they pro- 
duced might adminiſter to the neceſſities. of e un & 
brethren; theſe will therefore be held in higher "ps 
. . eſtimation than We, and be looked upon more E 
abundantly. to partake, of the favour! ag ge 4 


| 177 eve fa 
# Vod. or 8. 16 Ade THY h "Xt N not or 
: a1S 4c 


13 21 1 
N $4, Y Ful RA. {© 1WOUS! V4 Noe 
I feel it in 5 ſame manner that you, but h MW which 
there no 2 wage we aii with all? vithin 


neſs ; 

- ien 1447 ii 4: Nl A Serine 100˙ unto 1 
I have ** thinking "Whether We way y ngen. iniqui 
ture to ſeeret E ara nne not b 
Mr TH 28 — 0 21 3 & 77 F 3 17401 On «pit: [2 d i Ing in 


ron 4189 ODT TH {ii 9vil ev! {oil dom that t! 


/ 


e 


en 


and of any but ourſelves, and we ſhall know 
how to anſwer. | 59; OI 


ANANITAS. 


- 1 \{folved to keep back a part for our on uſe; we 
„ball probably live to be old, and this money, as [ 
aid before, will purchaſe for us many . comforts 
which we ſhall then ſtand in need o'f. 


Sapphira, upon the ſubject of their iniquity. 


loſe the eſteem and approbation of men, they fears 


85 ed not to expoſe themſelves to the vengeance of a 
her juſt God, whoſe preſence they offended by the moſt 


not one more ſeverely reproved by our Lord than 
hypocriſy, © Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees, 


hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited ſepulchres, 


it's WW which indeed appear beautiful. outward, but are 
vithin full of dead men's hones, and all unclean- 
neſs; even ſo alſo ye outwardly appear righteous 
" WW uinto men, but within ye are full of hypocriſy aud 


ens niquity.” Again, © when thou prayeſt thou ſhalt 


5 W uot be as the hypocrites are, for they pray ſtand- 
us in che ſynagogues and corners of the ſtreets, 


that they may be ſeen of men, Verily I ſay unto . 


\ 


without doubt we may: who will think of en- 
qiring into the price for which we have ſold the 
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This, or ſome ſuch converſation we may natu- 
rally ſuppoſe to have paſſed, between Ananias and 


What a dreadful vice is hypocriſy! rather than - 


impious deception, the moſt preſumptuous falſe, 
hood, Among the catalogue of vices to which | 
ve fallen miſerable creatures are heirs, there is 


True, we muſt be both in a ſtory, I am re? 


— 


; . O_—_—_—o——_ — 


LS 


* 


612 


you they have their reward;“ as much as to fay, But 
their defire is to gain the efteem of men; they ſeek t, b/ 
that, ang, that is their reward; they do not ſeek gnce, 0 
to pleaſe God, neither will God beſtow on them eeglige 
ſthoſe rewards which he has reſerved for thoſe who ies, ar 
worſhip him in truth and ſpirit. But then adds our Let 
Lord, when thou prayeſt enter into thy cloſet, Neſore 
and when thou haſt ſhat thy door, pray to thy and. gl 
father which is in ſecret, and thy father which ſeeth t ur 
in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly.” thoſe 1 
We ſhould be very careful not to ſet too high bent 0 
a value on the opinions of men, the praiſe of diſpen 
n people is certainly grateful, where our con. reſt of 
ſcience bears "teſtimony that we have gbtained it bypoct 
by walking, humbly before our God, and by liv. I Prinei! 


ing conformably to thoſe holy precepts laid down {&catu' 
Dy out Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but we ſhould beware of God 
of waking' this the firſt principle of our actions, of the! 
leſt, like Ananias and Sapphira, Satan tempt us to their 
fer the eſteem of men to the. approbation of juſtifie 
God and our own conſciences, and like them we ſo mL 
become "hypocrites, attending to the outward forms WPety> 
of religion, merely to eſtabliſh in the world 3 who, 
character for ſanftity and holineſs which we do _ 
not deſerve. How horrid, how preſumptuous is W's fry 
ſuch a mockery of the Divine Being l who ſeeth ("gs ot 
the moſt ſecret thoughts, and who requires us to fruit 
worſhip him “ in ſpirit and in truth!“ Ought we man 
not cbntinually o lift up our hearts, to the Godſantl) 
all mercies for grace to reſiſt the great enemy guilty 
of *mankind, ho gaeth about ſeeking whom he io 
may devour, and can excite ſuch impious thoughts dus, 
even in the heart of à believer, one too who was ut) 2 
withels of rhe wirkcles wroughy by: Chr ron We 
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But odious as this vice of :bypocrify deg letiats 
wot, by ſtriving to avoid it, or rather the appears 
ance, of it, fall into the oppoſite extreme, I mean 
gegligence in the performance of our religious du- 
ies, and fear of conſeſſing our faith before: men. 
Let your light,” ſays our Saviour, “ ſo ſhine 
before men that 2 ſee your good works, - 
and. glorify your Father which is in heaven.“ It is 
not uncommon for the wicked, the licentious, 
thoſe who live as if they were wholly indepen- 
dent of the God who, created them, and who daily 
liſpenſes his bleſſings to them in common with tbe 
reſt of his creatures, to brand with the name of 
hypocrites or enthuſiaſts all thoſe ho, acting upon 
principles more worthy, rational, and dependent 
creatures, attend regularly che public ordinances 


of God, and endeavour to make his law the rule 
of their lives. But let not ſuch be detdrred- from 


their duties by theſe ſlanderers, nor fear being 


juſtified even in the eye of the world: There is 


ſo much difference between oſtentation and true 

piety, that it cannot be miſtaken by any but thoſe 

who, to gratify their malignity, are wilfulliy blind. 
„ Every tree,“ ſays our Lord, “ is known 

its fruit; can a man gather grapes off thorns or 

igs off thiſtles? a good tree bringeth forth good 

fruit and an evil tree evil fruit.) When we” ſee 


a man every Sunday regularly attend church, con. 


ſtantly preſent at the Sacrament, and yet ſee: him 
zuilty of extortion, fornication, drunkænneſs, laſ- 
civiouſneſs, or lying; when -we ſee him avari- 
cious, hard-hearted, wholly averſe to acts of cha- 
nty and kindneſs, we may venture to pronounce 
ſuch a one a hypocrite; and that he frequents the 
church merely with the view of gaining the good 


* 


LEY 
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; * of men, thereby to advance hivown worldly 
* intereſt ; unleſs ve can: ſuppoſe him to he ſo bln 


. thoſe bleſſed fruits, united with an attention t0 
- theſe" inſtitutions eſtabliſned by our Lord for the 
1 0 confirmation of our faith, or à medium of com- 
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as to believe, that the outward forms of religi 
<an avail any thing, without the fruits of holineſy, 
charity, and love. On the contrary where we find 


munication with him, und however reviled by the 

wngues, of the wicked, ſuch a one cannot fail of 

Erco the eſteem of all good men, as a faithful 
ervantof the living God. | 

But I will now haften to the a uy ont 

e to this 


The Scripture informs, "RY that Anznize was no 
Soner accuſed by Peter of the fin he had commit. 


Ted, than he was inſtantly ſtruck dead, an aweful ex- 
le to the by-ſtanders, and to all ſucceeding gene- 


Tations, of the vengeance of God againft hypocrite 
and liars! “ And Ananias hearing theſe words” (the 


words which Peter had before ſpoken to him) “ fell 


down and gave up- the ghoſt; and fear came upon 


All that heard theſe things. And the young men 


aroſe, wound him up“ (in his winding theet): 60 and 
earried him out and buried him.” 

Well indeed might fear come upon all who heard 
theſe things, every one, no doubt, naturally tum- 


ed their eyes inward, to ſee whether he could not | 


rceive in his own heart the ſeeds of ſome vi 


which might hereafter ſubjett him to the ſame 


dgment. But this awful example did not ent 
re; we are informed, that about the fpace 0 


| ahree hours after Ananids's wife, not knowing wha 


Was done, came in, bc — peter ſaid unto * Tel 
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1e whether fold 1 W | | 
blind e ſaid rl hs 1 9 ch. Then Peter ſaid unto 
ligion es bow i it that ye have agreed together to 
line, pt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold the feet. 
e fn them: which haye buried thy huſband. are at 


e door, and mall carry thee out. Then fell 


che Ghoſt, and the young men came in and 
und her dead, and carrying her forth, buried 
er by her huſband.” .._ | | 


ithful wp ey 

7 oned into the preſence of her Creator with a 
zncly.Wlchood on her lips! And do we not incur the 
> tune danger 8 we utter a falſchood ? We 


told in Holy Writ, that a lie is an aborbina- 
on to God, and that liars have their place with 
e devil and his angels, and yet few of us tak 

ming by it, and hold a falſehood in that ju 

dhorrence in 1 1 8 the Scripture ſpeaks of it; 
ny who would bluſh to be thought guilty of 
ft, do not ſcruple to tempt God by a vice againſt 
hich he has denounced judgments. equally ſevere. 
lie is conſtantly Had recourle to upon the moſt 
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